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GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2546. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

OSCAR G. JOHNSON DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MED-
ICAL FACILITY 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2602) to name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs medical facility in 
Iron Mountain, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Oscar G. Johnson Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2602 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL FACILITY, 
IRON MOUNTAIN, MICHIGAN. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs med-
ical facility in Iron Mountain, Michigan, 
shall after the date of the enactment of this 
Act be known and designated as the ‘‘Oscar 
G. Johnson Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility’’. Any reference to that 
medical facility in any law, regulation, map, 
document, record, or other paper of the 
United States shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Oscar G. Johnson Department 
of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HARE) and the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Medal of Honor recipients have per-
formed selfless acts of courage. When 
reading their citations, we are deeply 
humbled by the courage and selfless-
ness of their actions to save their com-
rades and to defend this great country. 

H.R. 2602 would name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical facil-
ity in Iron Mountain, Michigan, as the 
Oscar G. Johnson Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility. 

The following is from the citation for 
Sergeant Johnson, who at the time of 
his action was a private first class in 
the United States Army. It was Sep-
tember, 1944, and the Allied Forces 
were attempting to break the German 
defense line in Italy known as the 
‘‘Gothic Line’’: 

He practically single handedly pro-
tected the left flank of his company’s 
position in the offensive to break the 
German Gothic Line. Company B was 
the extreme left assault unit of the 
corps. The advance was stopped by 
heavy fire from Monticelli Ridge, and 
the company took fire behind an em-
bankment. 

Sergeant Johnson, a mortar gunner, 
having expended his ammunition, as-
sumed the duties of a rifleman. As 
leader of a squad of seven men, he was 
ordered to establish a combat post 50 
yards to the left of the company to 
cover its exposed flank. 

Repeated enemy counterattacks, sup-
ported by artillery, mortar, and ma-
chine gun fire from the high ground to 
his front, had by the afternoon of 16 
September killed or wounded all of his 
men. Collecting weapons and ammuni-
tion from his fallen comrades, in the 
face of hostile fire, he held his exposed 
position and inflicted heavy casualties 
upon the enemy, who several times 
came close enough to throw hand gre-
nades at him. 

On the night of September 16, the 
enemy launched its heaviest attack on 
Company B, putting its greatest pres-
sure against the lone defender of the 
left flank. In spite of mortar fire which 
crashed about him and machine gun 
bullets which whipped the chest of his 
shallow trench, Sergeant Johnson 
stood erect and repulsed the attack 
with grenades and small arms fire. 

He remained awake and alert 
throughout the night, frustrating all 
attempts at infiltration. On 17 Sep-
tember, 25 German soldiers surrendered 
to him. Two men, sent to reinforce him 
that afternoon, were caught in a dev-
astating mortar and artillery barrage. 

With no thought for his own safety, 
Sergeant Johnson rushed to the shell 
hole where they lay half buried and se-
riously wounded, covered their position 
by his fire, and assisted a medical 
corpsman in rendering aid. That night 
he secured their removal to the rear 
and remained on watch until his com-
pany was relieved. 

Five companies of the German 
paratroop regiment had been repeat-
edly committed to the attack on Com-
pany B without success. Twenty dead 
Germans were found in front of his po-
sition. By his heroic stand and utter 
disregard for personal safety, Sergeant 
Johnson was in large measure respon-
sible for defeating the enemy’s at-
tempts to turn the exposed left flank. 
What an incredible hero, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. JOHNSON is no longer with us, but 
we can keep alive his memory by nam-
ing the facility in his honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 2602, a bill to 
designate the VA medical facility in 
Iron Mountain, Michigan, as the Oscar 
G. Johnson VA Medical Facility. This 
legislation was introduced by my col-
league from Michigan, Representative 
BART STUPAK, and it will honor a sol-
dier who served his country with gal-
lantry and distinction under fire dur-
ing World War II near Scarperia, Italy. 
I appreciate Congressman STUPAK’s 
hard work and initiative on this legis-
lation. 

On September 16, 1944, Sergeant 
Johnson, a mortar gunner, expended 

his ammunition and assumed the du-
ties of a rifleman. As the leader of the 
squad of seven men, he was ordered to 
establish a position 50 yards to the left 
of his company to cover its exposed 
flank. Repeated enemy counterattacks 
had by that afternoon killed or wound-
ed all of his men. Collecting weapons 
and ammunition from his fallen com-
rades, he continued to hold his exposed 
position and inflicted heavy casualties 
on the enemy throughout the night. On 
September 17, 25 German soldiers sur-
rendered to him; 25 soldiers surren-
dered to one very brave soldier. 

Two men were sent out to reinforce 
him that afternoon, but were caught in 
devastating mortar fire. Sergeant 
Johnson secured their removal and 
continued to hold his position until his 
company was relieved on September 18. 
Twenty dead Germans were found in 
front of his position. By his heroic 
stand and utter disregard for personal 
safety, Sergeant Johnson was in large 
measure responsible for defeating the 
enemy’s attempts to turn the exposed 
left flank. 

Mr. Speaker, I will submit Sergeant 
Johnson’s complete Medal of Honor ci-
tation into the RECORD. 

JOHNSON, OSCAR G. 
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. 

Army, Company B, 363d Infantry, 91st Infan-
try Division. Place and date: Near Scarperia, 
Italy, 1618 September 1944. Entered service 
at: Foster City, Mich. Birth: Foster City, 
Mich. G.O. No.: 58, 19 July 1945. Citation: 
(then Pfc.) He practically single-handed pro-
tected the left flank of his company’s posi-
tion in the offensive to break the German’s 
gothic line. Company B was the extreme left 
assault unit of the corps. The advance was 
stopped by heavy fire from Monticelli Ridge, 
and the company took cover behind an em-
bankment. Sgt. Johnson, a mortar gunner, 
having expended his ammunition, assumed 
the duties of a rifleman. As leader of a squad 
of 7 men he was ordered to establish a com-
bat post 50 yards to the left of the company 
to cover its exposed flank. Repeated enemy 
counterattacks, supported by artillery, mor-
tar, and machinegun fire from the high 
ground to his front, had by the afternoon of 
16 September killed or wounded all his men. 
Collecting weapons and ammunition from 
his fallen comrades, in the face of hostile 
fire, he held his exposed position and in-
flicted heavy casualties upon the enemy, 
who several times came close enough to 
throw hand grenades. On the night of 1617 
September, the enemy launched his heaviest 
attack on Company B, putting his greatest 
pressure against the lone defender of the left 
flank. In spite of mortar fire which crashed 
about him and machinegun bullets which 
whipped the crest of his shallow trench, Sgt. 
Johnson stood erect and repulsed the attack 
with grenades and small arms fire. He re-
mained awake and on the alert throughout 
the night, frustrating all attempts at infil-
tration. On 17 September, 25 German soldiers 
surrendered to him. Two men, sent to rein-
force him that afternoon, were caught in a 
devastating mortar and artillery barrage. 
With no thought of his own safety, Sgt. 
Johnson rushed to the shell hole where they 
lay half buried and seriously wounded, cov-
ered their position by his fire, and assisted a 
Medical Corpsman in rendering aid. That 
night he secured their removal to the rear 
and remained on watch until his company 
was relieved. Five companies of a German 
paratroop regiment had been repeatedly 
committed to the attack on Company B 
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